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Dear Shluchim,

As we approach Simchas Torah, a time of immense joy, we
also cannot forget the tragic events that took place on this
day last year in Eretz Yisrael. We are immediately faced with
a thorny challenge: how to approach this day? How should
we navigate the painful memories along with the tremendous
joy of zman simchaseinu? Should we memorialize the
tragedy in some way? Should we ignore it altogether and be
exclusively happy? What type of programming should we
do? What should the tone of our speeches be?

These are difficult questions, and are certainly already on the
minds of many as we prepare for the Yamim Nora’im just up
ahead.

Luckily for us, the Rebbe addressed many of these questions
throughout the years. Sadly, the Jewish people, and especially
those living in Eretz Yisrael, are no strangers to terrorist
attacks and painful moments, and the Rebbe’s booming

voice of clarity, comfort, and holy emes rings truer than ever.
We have collected many of these sichos, letters, and other
statements from the Rebbe in this booklet for you to learn
and gain much-needed clarity.

The Rebbe’s teachings illuminate our path, reminding us that
even amidst grief and unspeakable pain, our faith remains
unshaken. The Rebbe instructs us to transform tragedy into
an opportunity for growth, channeling our pain into a deeper
commitment to Torah and mitzvos. The Rebbe’s uniquely
positive and remarkably clear voice is refreshing as it is
critical.

While this guide strives for comprehensiveness, it is essential
to implement these teachings practically and responsibly.



This is why the Rebbe consistently emphasized the
importance of seeking clarity by consulting a Rav for halachic
matters, a mashpia for spiritual guidance, and experienced
shluchim for practical and communal advice. We hope these
resources empower you to lead your communities with
sensitivity, emes, and simchah during this meaningful time.

Many of the correspondances included here appeared
originally in English, edited as such by the Rebbe biksav yad
kadsho. In such instances, we have included the original
English. When originally published in Hebrew, we often
loosely translated the material into English and is presented
here as well.

A special thank you to Rabbi Levi Raskin for creating this
booklet and to Rabbi Aharon Loschak for his insightful
review.

May the memory of the kedoshim inspire us to deepen our
commitment to Torah and mitzvos, bringing more light to
ourselves, our communities, and all of Klal Yisrael. As the
Rebbe emphasized, "D>’n 10 10Mm N YRIW DY TWR NWATAN DY
DN D’PYRN NNNIN 1N M R 17OV "mxni-emphasizing that
the Jewish nation is alive, and their Torah is a Torah of life,
‘and you shall live by them,’ given by the Living G-d!” May we
merit that this Simchas Torah, we should dance at hakafos
with the Rebbe in the lead once again, with Moshiach
Tzidkeinu, teikef u'miyad mamosh!

Wishing you a ksiva vachasima tova, a gut Yom Tov and much
hatzlachah in your holy work.

Beis Medrash L'shluchim
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Memorial
Events:
Yes Or No?

When It’s Ok To Make A Memorial

Tragedy struck on the eve of Rosh Chodesh Iyar, 5716 (1956). A
group of terrorists, affiliated with the Egyptian Fedayeen, entered
the village of Kfar Chabad under the cover of darkness. Their target
was the Beit Sefer Le'melachah, a vocational school, where they burst
into a classroom filled with students. In a brutal act of violence, they
opened fire, killing five students and their teacher, and wounding
many others.

The news reached the Rebbe in New York. In the face of this
immense sorrow, the Rebbe responded with profound strength.

He urged the community not to give in to despair, but instead to
continue building and growing, demonstrating unwavering faith in
the face of adversity. He also sent a group of ten young rabbinical
students from New York to Kfar Chabad, to offer comfort and
support to the grieving community.

Three years later the school asked the Rebbe about making a
memorial. This is what the Rebbe responded:
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Loosely translated:

In response to your letter from Purim Katan regarding
arranging a third Yom Hazikaron and asking for my opinion
on this matter:

I believe I've already written about similar situations. The
general point is that any good action has value. Certainly,
if no action is taken, there won't be any results, even
minor ones. However, it's also clear and simple that when
organizing such an event, it must be done in a properly
planned and organized manner.

I'd like to add, as I've mentioned many times before, that
the time has come for Anash in Eretz Hakodesh to engage
not just in plowing and sowing, but also in reaping and



gathering fruits. Regarding this Yom Hazikaron, it should
have a specific purpose aimed at establishing and practically
developing the institution, either in gashmius (through
fundraising, adding more helpers and activists, etc.) or in
ruchnius (publicizing the matter to actually increase the
number of students, etc.).

Based on these possibilities, you should make a decision.
May Hashem grant you success in your endeavors.

Not Generally Encouraged

The following is from a postscript of a letter to Rabbi Dr. Tzvi
Harkavy dated Erev Shabbos Kodesh, 15 Cheshvan 5727 (1966 ):
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Regarding memorials and similar events held for towns and
communities that were destroyed, we need to further explore
our sefarim to understand the proper attitude we should take
towards these gatherings.

When it comes to the way these events are conducted and
their content—at least the ones I've seen, including most
of the speeches—I believe, in my humble opinion, that our
stance should be in opposition.

The Right Way to Make a Memorial

This letter discusses the Rebbe's perspective on a memorial for four
students killed at Kent State during the Vietnam War protests.
The Rebbe expresses concern that the memorial emphasizes blame



rather than addressing deeper issues: student alienation due to the
war and, for the Jewish student, a disconnect from Judaism. The
Rebbe urges a more profound reflection on the societal factors that
led to the tragedy.

By the Grace of G-d 19th of Shevat, 5733 Brooklyn, N.Y.

Mr.... [Wayne State University] College of Liberal Arts
Detroit, Mich. 48202

Greeting and Blessing:

After the long interval, I received your letter with enclosure. I
appreciate your thoughtfulness in sending me the same.

[ assume you expect me to express some thoughts on the
matter, although when one is faced with a fait accompli there
is seemingly no point in expressing critique, especially when
it concerns such a highly motivated matter as a memorial —
may G-d grant that you should be able to utilize your gifts on
happy occasions in the future.

However, everything is by particular Divine Providence, and
your having sent me the enclosure calls for some candid
remarks on my part.

Granted that your memorial sculpture serves a useful
purpose in memorializing the tragic event and even in
conveying a meaningful message, I trust that you will agree
that it does not and cannot reflect the roots of the tragedy,
of which the event in KSU was in itself but a symptom. Even
though at the time of the occurrence the event created a
storm of passion and captured the attention of the press
and news media, most of the debate centered on side issues
as to who was to blame, the administration or the police,
etc. Little attention, much less emphasis, was given to the
essential question, How is it that the four students, who
undoubtedly represented many more students of like mind,
found themselves lost and confused in strange pastures and
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embroiled in matters which were not of primary concern to
them.

Moreover, insofar as the Jew among the four is concerned,
for whose memory the sculpture incorporates the distinctly
Jewish motif, surely the agonizing question poses itself,
Where was his identity with true Judaism, as a living force in
the daily life, which should have commanded his overriding
concern and first loyalty?

Of course he is probably not to blame, for if he had strayed
into alien paths it was no doubt the result of the failure of his
parents and the society to transmit to him the eternal values
of our eternal Torah and the Jewish heritage, which have
withstood the test of 3,500 years. In the created vacuum, he
went searching for something that would fill the emptiness
of his life - a search in strange fields which must inevitably
prove futile and lead to grief, unless someone will guide the
perplexed seeker back to his source and element before it

is too late. For such has been the consistent lesson of our
long Jewish history, ever since Mattan Torah, beginning with
the episode of the golden calf worshippers and others that
followed throughout the ages.

Those that turned away from Torah looking for other
pastures faced one of two possibilities: either they were
completely lost to our people and to themselves, or they
returned betimes to their source finding what they looked for
in their own backyard.

It is painful to contemplate that the number of such lost
souls among the flower of our Jewish youth is not on the
decrease, while those who could have helped giving them
true guidance and direction find all sorts of preoccupations,
neglecting their first duty to tell every Jewish child and
adolescent that commitment to the Torah and the Torah
way of life is the very basis of Jewish existence, both for the
individual and for the people as a whole. I am speaking of



Torah Judaism as an everyday experience, not as something
to be remembered on the High Holy Days or on Shabbos and
Festivals alone; in plain language — the actual observance of
the daily mitzvos — tefillin, kashrus, Shabbos etc.

You will probably suspect that I am referring to all those
who are especially privileged to have a position of influence
with Jewish youth, including yourself, yet do not [do] enough
to help the perplexed students with whom they come in
almost daily contact. I must confirm, therefore, that with all
due respect, your suspicion is justified. For as indicated in
the beginning of this letter, I do not think that the memorial
sculpture alone, with all its merits, meets the challenge,
which demands a direct approach and a consistent effort in
the said direction.

Experience has also shown us that such a direct approach
brings results, as our Sages of blessed memory assured us
that, "words coming from the heart penetrate the heart” and
are effective, especially when supported by a living example.

I trust you will not take amiss my candid remarks coming as
they do from a heavy and grieving heart.

With esteem and blessing,

In this poignant note, the Rebbe addresses the appropriateness and
effectiveness of building a museum as a memorial. The Rebbe's
words challenge us to consider our priorities and the most effective
ways to preserve our heritage for future generations.
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What elevation will it bring to the souls (of blessed memory)
by adding another museum in the Holy Land?! (And we are
already distressed about the existing ones).

With the sum they write that they want to invest in the building
- it's possible to teach Judaism to many hundreds of emigrants
from Globoka and the like, so how does this "assist" (at least by
implication) in the opposite action?!

Perhaps this is also one of the reasons why it wasn't written in the

proclamation: "With G-d's help”, "May G-d avenge their blood", the
Jewish date, and more.

The above (which is easily understood) is not a contradiction to his
journey (since he can use it to have a desirable influence on those
involved in all this).



A Somber
Memorial on
Simchas Torah?

Yom Tov Isn’t a Time for
Holocaust Memorials

In the following letter, R"C Nissan, 5737 (1977), the Rebbe argues
that mentioning the Holocaust during the Pesach Seder undermines
the purpose of the Haggadah and that the Holocaust deserves its
own commemoration, separate from joyous occasions.
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A few days later, on 11 Nissan, 5737 (1977), the Rebbe again
addressed the idea of mentioning the Holocaust during the Pesach
Seder. The Rebbe explained that such mentions, particularly
inserting them into the Haggadabh, is inappropriate. The Haggadah’s
format was established by great Jewish leaders over generations
and sanctified through communal practice, making alterations
unacceptable. Additionally, Jewish holidays are designated as times
of joy, and introducing themes of sorrow contradicts both rabbinic
and Torah law
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The Right Approach: With Joy

If we're not supposed to make memorials or even discuss somber

themes on a Yom Tov like Simchas Torah, this raises the question:
what, then, should we talk about? Isn't the massacre the only thing

on people’s minds?
The Rebbe addressed this:
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Essentially, a Jew lives oxymoron: Conventionally, the Torah wants

us to scream and beg Hashem to stop this difficult galus. And yet,

on a day like Simchas Torah, the Torah wants us to be happy. The

mitzvah of the day is simchah, and that cannot be abdicated.

The following sicha was said eve of Hoshana Rabah 5744 (1983) on

this theme:
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On the night of Shemini Atzeres 5734, during the throes of the Yom
Kippur War, the Rebbe did make mention of the notion of an army
and other such associations to achieve victory. It was clear that
the Rebbe’s approach was one associated exclusively with joy. The
following is a brief description of the hakafos of that night:
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On Simchas Torah night in 5737 (1976), the Rebbe's hakafos were
attended by many Israeli government officials, as was customary.
Before the fifth hakafah, the Rebbe addressed the crowd, focusing
on the special role of soldiers protecting Eretz Yisroel. He then
requested: all those connected to the army should join in dancing the
next hakafah.
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Loosely translated:

The Rebbe's Message Before the Fifth
Hakafa on Simchas Torah Night, 5737

-1976

Since we are still in exile, before the beginning of the
Redemption (which will be through Moshiach), and because
of the intense darkness of exile, we need to rely on natural
means.

When Moshiach comes, everything will be miraculous, above
nature. But for now, Hashem wants things to happen through
natural means. So there are Jews who protect other Jews in
the Diaspora through the police, etc., and there are Jews who
protect those in Eretz Yisroel by serving in the army, on the
borders and within the country.

These are the natural means through which Hashem, Who
neither slumbers nor sleeps, protects us. And the Jews who
protect us are fulfilling the verse, "We will prevail in the
Name of Hashem our G-d."

Some of them know they are fulfilling this verse. Others may not
know it intellectually, but they feel it. And those who say they don't
feel it are simply like captives who have forgotten. If we speak

to them gently, their innate faith will be revealed, because all
Jews are believers, descendants of believers.

So all those connected to the army - those currently serving,
those who served in the past, and those in the reserves



- should join the fifth hakafah with the song "Hoshia es
Amecha.”

Dancing with a Torah scroll emphasizes that we prevail in
the Name of Hashem. This will reveal this idea even to those
who don't yet recognize it.

This will prevent undesirable events. The very existence

of those who inspire awe will be enough. We will lie down
without fear, no sword will pass through our land - not even
the "peacekeeping” forces of the UN - and we will dwell
securely in our land.

This will be a preparation for Moshiach's coming. He will
fight Hashem's wars and win miraculously, rebuild the Beis
Hamikdash, gather the dispersed Jews, and bring about a
time when all will serve Hashem with one accord, and His
Kingship will be established.

Let us dance with the Torah and sing "Hoshia es Amecha,”
and may there be a supernatural salvation for all Jews, in
Israel and the Diaspora, even now, before Moshiach comes.
May all Jews have light in their dwelling places.

Strengthen Your Connection,
Secure Salvation

On Friday, 25 Tammuz 5735 (July 4, 1975), the bombing of the
refrigerator in Zion Square occurred, killing fifteen people and
injuring seventy.

The next day, the Rebbe gave a powerful talk about what we can
do. This sichah is quite simple and not overly complex, easily
explainable to even an uninitiated Jew. It covers a few topics and
each topic is a few paragraphs long (with each section ending with
three stars).
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Points covered (in the order of the Sicha):

- Everything comes from Hashem, the Creator and Guide
of the world. We must therefore connect with Him.

- EveryJew must do his part.

- How can one talk about learning Torah and
strengthening Yiddishkeit at such a time?

- It must be done with joy

- How can my one action help?
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The above sicha freely translated

In connection with the current situation in general, and
especially with the recent events and how they affect
Yidden,

And knowing that all occurrences in the world are directed

by Hashem, the Creator and Director of the world, and that
"the heart of kings and rulers is in the hand of Hashem" - it's
self-understood that what is required first and foremost is:
to strengthen the connection between Yidden and Hashem.

This brings the "refuah” (healing for this situation) from
Hashem, whose refuah is in a manner that from the outset
"I will not place upon you."

6%

There also needs to be effort according to the ways of nature,
in order to make a "vessel” and "garment” in which Hashem's
bracha can be clothed, because that's how He wanted it, as
it's written: "And Hashem your G-d will bless you in all that
you do.” But the effort regarding the political situation is only
relevant to individuals. On the other hand, the main thing
that is required now - strengthening the connection with
Hashem, the "Guardian of Israel” - depends on every Yid.

Therefore, there's an obligation and a zechus on every Yid to
increase in learning Torah and fulfilling mitzvos - learning
Torah with diligence and persistence (each one according

WD PY (TIVY RIS DDNN) TN DMIDIX (2,T0P DINDS TININ Y71 N7 TIN) 1PDY MDY DINK PRY NIONY - 17
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to their abilities and possibilities, as explained in Hilchos
Talmud Torah), and fulfilling mitzvos with hiddur.

Also, to inspire other Yidden, to influence as many Yidden as
possible, that they too should increase in learning Torah and
fulfilling mitzvos.

And through strengthening the connection with Hashem
(the Giver of the Torah and Commander of the mitzvos) - we
will surely see clearly that "The Guardian of Israel neither
slumbers nor sleeps,” and there will be "fear and dread will
fall upon them," fear will fall upon the enemies of Yisroel to
the point that "they will be as silent as a stone,” they won't
even have a thought to bother or provoke Yidden.

*khk

According to this, it's also clear how it's completely and
absolutely not in line with true emunah in Hashem to ask,
as some do: In such a situation in general, and especially
regarding the attitude of the nations towards Yidden - and
here we're making a fuss about learning Torah, fulfilling
mitzvos, giving tzedakah to a poor person, davening with a
minyan, etc.?

The truth is, that doing things in the natural way, the vessel
and garment, are effective when they are "filled" with
Hashem's bracha.

What can they accomplish without it, chas v'shalom?!

And as mentioned above, that strengthening oneself in Torah
and mitzvos is required from every Yid - we have also said
the above clearly and openly - in the Torah, which is the
guide in daily life and always for every Yid: "If you follow

My statutes and observe My mitzvos... I will grant peace in
the land... and I will walk among you... and I will lead you
upright.”

*kk



Since all matters of Torah and mitzvos need to be done with
simcha, as it's written "Serve Hashem with joy,” and with
great simcha, as it's written "I rejoice over Your word, like one
who finds abundant spoil.”

It's understood that the above awakening, etc., should not be
done in a way that could cause a feeling of depression chas
v'shalom, but on the contrary: to create a bright and lively
storm to increase in Torah and mitzvos,

And to strengthen among Yidden the fullest bitachon

that "The Guardian of Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps”;
emphasizing that speaking about bitachon is not just to calm
Yidden, but it's the truth and it's certain that the "Guardian
of Israel” will protect Yidden, wherever they are, whether in
Eretz Hakodesh or outside of it.

*kk

Since the yetzer hara is skilled in his craft, it's fitting that he
should dress up in a garment of "humility” and convince a
person: Who am [ and what am I - that my actions should
affect all Yidden, should accomplish great things to the point
of bringing about the salvation of Klal Yisroel?

One needs to remember the explicit psak din of the
Rambam: "A person should see himself throughout the entire
year as if he were half meritorious and half guilty, and so too
the entire world is half meritorious and half guilty... If he
performs one mitzvah, he tips the balance for himself and for
the entire world to the side of merit, and brings salvation and
deliverance to himself and to them.”

This is a clear psak din for every person - for every Yid,
that through one mitzvah (in action, speech, or thought:
regarding oneself, as well as through inspiring another), one
brings salvation and deliverance for oneself and for the entire
world.

27



28

This brings closer the final salvation and deliverance - the
true and complete geulah through Moshiach Tzidkeinu,
speedily in our days.

Bonus Supplement
to Simchas Torah

My name is Yehudis Kloizner. I was born in Schewesing,
Germany, to my parents, Shaul and Frieda Raskin.

Simchas Torah was always a special time in our home. The
grand farbrengen for the residents of Kfar Chabad was held
at our house, in memory of my maternal grandfather, Yankel
Moskalik (Zuravitzer). He was arrested by the NKVD and
sentenced to exile on Simchas Torah, which was also his
birthday. My mother met him for the last time that day, at the
detention center before his departure. In their farewell, he
told her, "Today is Simchas Torah, we need to be happy.
Today is my birthday, and today I go into exile. Let's hope
we meet again soon, but remember to always be happy!”
These words became a testament for us, to always find joy, no
matter the circumstances.

My grandfather was killed during his exile, the exact date
unknown. When the Rebbe was asked which day to mark his
yahrtzeit, he replied that Yankel Zorawitcher was beyond a
yahrtzeit.

Since my grandfather was sent into exile on Simchas Torah,
my mother chose to hold a large farbrengen for the people of
the village every Simchas Torah to commemorate him. The
farbrengen took place before hakafos. Our home welcomed
chasidim and individuals of mesiras nefesh who had been
imprisoned with my grandfather and remained devoted

to the Rebbe Rayatz during the most challenging times of



persecution. They carried out his instructions under the
most dangerous conditions.

One of the notable attendees was Reb Abba Levin, along
with many other important figures. They would share stories
about my grandfather. My mother prepared a feast of special
dishes for this occasion. To this day, I long for that unique
chassidic atmosphere and the exceptional food my mother
prepared especially for this event.
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The Torah’s
View on Those
Who Were
Killed

The Holocaust was marked by a devastating wave of murders,
with men, women, and children killed simply for being Jewish. The
Rebbe remarked that when someone is killed solely because they
are Jewish, they are considered so great and holy that no being can
stand in their presence.

(IN9W? 95 %93 DINIPIV 29D) BIWITP DN NNV NIV NON 95
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18 Loosely translated: All those who were murdered in the Holocaust are considered “Kedoshim”
- holy ones - because they died for the sanctification of Hashem's name. We pray that Hashem will
avenge their blood, as is said in the prayer "Av Harachaman": "The holy communities who gave their
lives for the sanctification of Your name... May You avenge the spilled blood of Your servants, as it is
written in the Torah of Moshe... for He will avenge the blood of His servants... and in the holy writings
it is said...

May the nations see, before our eyes, the vengeance for the spilled blood of Your servants." This means
that Hashem testifies that they are His servants, and promises to avenge the spilled blood of His
servants, because the spilling of their blood is the opposite of His will... Their merit is so great because
they were killed for the sanctification of Hashem's name, even without their observance of Torah and
mitzvos, and even more so with the addition of their great merit in fulfilling Torah and mitzvos, since
the essence of Torah-observant Judaism was destroyed in the Holocaust - as the Sages said in a similar
context, "No being can stand in their presence.”
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On another occasion, the Rebbe wrote to similar effect:
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26 Loosely translated: Every Jew who is murdered because he is a Jew is considered holy, and we
are certain that Hashem will avenge his blood and the murderer's name will be erased.
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How Can We
in the Diaspora
Help?

In the following collection of letters and sichos, the Rebbe
emphasizes the interconnectedness of the Jewish people,
highlighting how individual actions impact the collective. The
Rebbe stresses the importance of Torah observance for the
security and flourishing of both Eretz Yisrael and the Jewish
people worldwide.

All in the Same Boat

In the following letter, dated 19 Tammuz 5740 (1980) the Rebbe
guides a woman in the Bronx on supporting Eretz Yisrael from
afar. The Rebbe uses a well-known analogy cited in many

sefarim: just as a person on a ship cannot make a hole under their
cabin without affecting all passengers, so too, the actions of Jews
everywhere impact the entire Jewish nation. We are “areivim zeh
lazeh™responsible for one another, and our actions here affect Jews
elsewhere.

Mrs.... Bronx, NY 10467
Blessing and Greeting:

I received your letter,



I trust it is unnecessary to explain to you at length that
giving support to the Land of Israel can take various forms,
especially as it does require help in various areas. And
sometimes it is possible to offer greater help from the
Diaspora than by living there. The examples of this form of
help are too numerous and obvious to be listed here.

Let me mention just one example with reference to the
subject matter of your letter. One of the most vital needs is
to strengthen the security of Eretz Yisrael and in this matter
the Torah gives clear directives. In fact, a whole portion of
the Torah is devoted to it, namely the Parsha of Bechukosai,
where the Torah declares, “If you walk in My statutes and
keep My commandments and do them... I will give peace

in the land... and none shall make you afraid... and you shall
chase your enemies and they shall fall...” And since the G-d-
given Torah is a Toras Emes and Toras Chaim, it is the true
Divine guide for every Jew and all the Jewish people.

Now, in view of the fact that the Jewish people constitutes
one entity, one organism and every Jew is a member of it, no
Jew can claim that his actions and way of life is something
private and nobody’s business, for they do affect the whole
body of the Jewish people and have a direct bearing on the
security of Eretz Yisrael and our Jewish people living there.

To cite a well known analogy: a person who is making a
voyage in a ship surely cannot claim that since he has his
private cabin, he can do there what he likes and is prepared
to take the consequences, for the safety of the whole ship
and all aboard depends on the safe and proper conduct of
each individual passenger.

It follows from the above that if sometimes the proper Jewish
conduct of a Jew in accordance with the Torah as mentioned
above entails certain difficulties and even if the difficulties
are not imaginary or exaggerated but real, it is necessary

but to reflect that the situation and destiny of all our Jewish
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people is so intimately linked with the personal life of every
Jew; no effort would be too great to overcome any difficulty.

There is surely no need to elaborate further on the above and
even what has been written would be superfluous except to
the terrible ignorance or disregard of the real issues affecting
our Jewish people everywhere and how vitally important

it is for every Jew to do his and her utmost to spread and
strengthen Yiddishkeit, Torah and mitzvos, to the fullest
extent of one’s capacities and opportunities...

Our Survival Depends
on Our Adherence to Torah

In the following English letter from Menachem Av 5740 (1980),
the Rebbe discusses how we should not trust, nor negotiate with
the Arabs. The history of our people throughout the centuries has
sufficiently confirmed the fact that Jewish survival does not depend
on the goodwill of the nations of the world; rather, it is directly
connected to our adherence to the Torah and its mitzvos.

Now with reference to the present situation of Eretz Yisrael
vis-a-vis the Arabs, it is surely quite evident that the chances
of making peace with the Arabs on any terms but their own
are very slim, for they demand everything and are willing to
give nothing in return.

If, at some time in the past, there may have been some hope
that the Arabs would accept a compromise for the sake of
peace, it is now quite clear that there is no such prospect,
inasmuch as they no longer hide or disguise their demands.
Worse still, in light of the international situation, there is no
reason to expect them to modify their demands.



There is no need to go into detail here, but it is clear that in
the natural order of things, the prospects for peace are, as
mentioned, very slim.

On the other hand, since the history of our people
throughout the ages has provided ample confirmation of
the fact that Jewish survival does not depend on the good
graces of the nations of the world but, as already mentioned,
is linked to our adherence to the Torah and mitzvot for it is
in this way that our Jewish people draws its strength from

a Source that is supernatural - we therefore have to do
everything in our power to strengthen that link.

And this is where every Jew can do his share in a very
practical and effective way, that is, by spreading and
strengthening Yiddishkeit, Torah and mitzvot, to the fullest
extent of his or her ability.

Again, in order to be most practical - there is no need for
grandiose schemes, but let everyone do his or her part, in
one’s own family and one’s immediate circle, step by step,
both by example and by precept, for we have the assurance
that “Words from the heart enter the heart and eventually
have an effect.”

In this connection, it is also well to bear in mind the ruling,
(not simply the idea), of the Rambam to the effect that a
person should consider himself, as well as the whole world,
to be in a state of equilibrium, so that one good action tips the
scale in his favor, and in favor of the whole world.



36

Enhancing our Torah and Mitzvos,
Especially the Mivtzoim

In the following letter, the Rebbe emphasizes that it’s not only
our own adherence to Torah that strengthens Eretz Yisrael;
encouraging others to do the same is an even stronger force.

Mr.
Beverly Hills, Ca. 90211

You mention in your letter the matter of "Terrezin Requiem.”
There is no need to point out to you that anti-Jewish feeling
has recently grown worse and there seems little Jews can

do to improve that feeling. What is important, however, is

to remember that the best memorial for our Martyrs, who
died because of their Jewishness Al Kiddush HaShem, is the
strengthening and spreading of Yiddishkeit everywhere.

(English letter -19 Av, 5742)

Mivtzoim and Fretz Yisrael

After the Yom Kippur War in 5734 (1973), spanning the months of
Nissan to Tammuz, terrorists infiltrated Eretz Yisroel and killed 51
many Yidden. At that time, an urgent call from the Rebbe directed
to all Jews was published in English and Lashon Hakodesh that
included an excerpt from a sichah. In this sichah, the Rebbe pointed
out the importance of every Jew becoming actively involved in the
five mivtzoim (that had been established at that point).

The Rebbe explained how these mivtzoim each have the unique
power to protect Jews from harm. The Rebbe concluded the sichah
by saying that a mitzvah done in one location protects not only the
one who does it, but also all Jews wherever they are, even those who
have not yet fulfilled the mitzvos!



This sicha was said on Shabbos Parshas Bamidbor 5734

URGENT CALL FROM THE
LUBAVITCHER REBBE x"05v

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson,
R"0Hw has initiated a massive "MITZVAH CAMPAIGN" in
connection with the situation for Jews in the world today,

and especially in the Holy Land. The Rebbe pointed out that
the Mitzvos emphasized in this campaign have, in addition

to the essential feature common to all precepts, the particular
characteristic of strengthening protection and security for the
Jewish people in general, especially where it is needed most.
The protective effect brought about by the performance of these
Mitzvos goes to the extent that it negates, not only the enemy's
action, but also their evil intentions, and ultimately transforms
the enemy into a friend.

He explained that his intention was not to suggest that the
recent tragedies of Kiryat Shemona, Maalot, Shamir, and
Nahariya, occurred # because of a lacking in the Mitzvos.
Rather, it was analogous to the essential army rule of wearing
a helmet to protect against enemy fire. If someone were to
take away the helmet (or to prevent a soldier from wearing
it), and (after even a long interval) the enemy were to fire and

27 [The Kiryat Shmona massacre occurred on 19 Nissan, 5734 (April 11, 1974). Three terrorists
from the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine - General Command crossed the border from
Lebanon to Eretz Yisroel and attacked Yidden in Kiryat Shmona. The terrorists killed 18 people,
including 8 children, and wounded 16 others.

The Ma'alot massacre, a Palestinian terrorist attack, took place on 15-16 lyar, 5734 (May 15-16, 1974).
The attack involved holding 115 Yidden hostage for over two days. The terrorists killed 25 hostages,
including 22 children, and injured another 68.

On 23 Sivan, 5734 (June 13, 1974), four Palestinian terrorists crossed the Lebanon-Israel border and
attacked Kibbutz Shamir in northern Israel. The terrorists killed three women before being killed
themselves.

The Nahariya attack occurred during the night of 6-7 Tammuz, 5734 (June 24-25, 1974). Three
Palestinian terrorists belonging to the Fatah organization infiltrated the coastal city of Nahariya in
Israel by sea from Lebanon. This raid, which killed three civilians and one Israeli soldier, marked the
first time terrorists had infiltrated Israel from Lebanon by sea.]
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wound, etc., the soldier, it is obvious that the cause of the
wounding. etc., was the enemy fire. But, had the soldier been
wearing his helmet, he would not have been wounded, since
the helmet would have shielded him. Therefore, the one who
deprives the soldier of his helmet must also be accountable
for the wounding, etc., because he hampered the soldier's
protection.

The same applies in our case. There are causes to these
tragedies. As Maimonides says (Laws of Fasting 1, 3) "G-d
forbid to say that this was natural law or coincidental.”

Similarly, in connection with the following Mitzvah
Campaigns. Certainly it is not possible to say, G-d forbid,

that the deficiency in these Mitzvah Campaigns caused the
tragedies. But by the fulfillment of these Mitzvos, besides the
major point that one should fulfill them because they are the
Mitzvos of G-d, they also guard, shield and save the Jewish
people from the enemies who surround them.

It is forbidden, G-d forbid, to treat lightly or abuse these
Mitzvah Campaigns because one would thus deny the
shielding and protection of the Jewish people, G-d forbid.
(And even though G-d will surely guard the Jewish people,
and "The Guardian of Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps,”
nevertheless, in military strategy it is important to wear
the helmet-and according to our Torah this is a "life saving
matter."”)

TORAH STUDY

Every Jew should have a designated time each day for
Torah study, each individual according to his capacity and
time available, during which time he should be completely
absorbed in his study of Torah, and all unrelated matters
removed from his mind. The Talmud tells us: "Torah shields
and saves."



TEFILLIN

Every man and boy over thirteen years of age should don
Tefillin (phylacteries) every weekday. Our Rabbis explain
that the verse: "And the nations of the world shall see the
Name of G-d is called upon you and they will fear you, refers
to Tefillin (of the head) - meaning that the fulfillment of

the Mitzvah of Tefillin instills awe and fear into the hostile
nations of the world, so that they will fear to harm the Jewish
people.

MEZUZAH

Every Jewish home should make sure to have Mezuzos
affixed to the doorposts. Those that already have Mezuzos
affixed should have them checked (inspected) by a pious
scribe to make sure they are made of parchment and are
hand written and in no need of repair. The Divine Name
SHA-DALI, on the outside of the Mezuzah, is an acrostic of
the Hebrew words which mean "Guardian of the Doorways
of Israel." According to the Zohar, the verse: "The L-rd will
guard your going out and coming in, now and forevermore”
refers to the Mezuzah, which means that a Mezuzah guards
the Jew both at home and outside until he returns.

CHARITY

To encourage Jews to give Tzedakah (charity), and that every
Jewish home have a charity box (pushka). The box should be
placed in a conspicuous place so that one can readily perform
the Mitzvah and also be reminded of the Mitzvah of charity.
Our Rabbis tell us that, since the Mitzvah of Tzedakah

helps sustain the lives of the poor and needy, G-d rewards

in kind, and it stands the giver of Tzedakah and his family

in good stead, when their own lives might be in danger. The
Tzedakah-pushka is a reminder of this great Zechus and of
the protection it brings.
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TORAH BOOKS

Every Jewish home should have sacred books—at least a
Chumosh (Bible), Tehillim (Psalms), and a Siddur (Prayer
Book). This also increases the protection of the home and
the people in it. The books of Torah also remind the Jew of
what is written in them - that the Torah and Mitzvos are
"Our life and length of our days."

All the aforementioned matters protect not only the Jew who
fulfills these Mitzvos, but also all the Jews wherever they are
- even those who have not yet fulfilled the Mitzvos. Although
the fulfillment of a Mitzvah by one individual does not
absolve another, and every effort should be made to see that
a second Jew also fulfill them, still the fulfillment of these
Mitzvos by each individual elicits a protection for the whole
of the Jewish community - for we are all interdependent

- "All of Israel are brothers and we all have one Father.”

So does Maimonides give the Halachic ruling: "Everyone
should consider himself all year round as exactly balanced
between merit and otherwise and so should he consider the
whole world. When he does one Mitzvah, he then weighs
himself and the whole world to the state of merit, and he
causes himself and the whole world to have salvation and
redemption.”

Women’s Involvement

The Rebbe often wrote directly to women to emphasize their role
and enlist their help in the mivtzoim.

The following letter was written shortly after the hijacking and
rescue of the hostages in Uganda and the subsequent attempt by
terrorists to carry out a vicious reprisal, G-d forbid, in Istanbul,
Turkey. The Rebbe called on all women to make sure there is a



kosher mezuzah on their doors and to encourage their neighbors to
do the same.

Here are some excerpts of the letter:

In view of the recent events - the hijacking and saving of
the hostages held in Uganda; and the subsequent attempt of
the terrorists to perpetrate a vicious reprisal, G-d forbid, in
Kushta (Istanbul),

It should be understood that these events are an indication
that Jews must, at the earliest possible, strengthen all aspects
of their security and defenses first and foremost in their
spiritual life, which is the channel to receive G-d’s blessings
also in the physical aspect, namely, to know the right ways
and means that have to be undertaken in the natural order
of things, and to fully succeed in these efforts, in accordance
with the Divine promise, “G-d, your G-d, will bless you in all
that you do” - to be protected and secured from enemies,
and to be spared any undesirable happenings, G-d forbid. . .

G-d has given our people a special gift wherewith to protect
the home, namely, the Mitzvah of Mezuzah. Our Sages
declare explicitly that “the home is protected by it (the
Mezuzah).” ...

Let it also be remembered that inasmuch as all Jews
constitute one body, and are bound up with one another,
every Mezuzah is a Divine protection not only for the
individual home, with everybody and everything in it, but
each additional kosher Mezuzah that is affixed on a doorpost
of any Jewish home, anywhere, adds to the protection of all
our people everywhere.

And considering - as mentioned above - that every Jewish
housewife is an Akeres Habayis, and every Jewish girl a future
Akeres Habayis, they have a special Zechus (merit) and
responsibility in the matter of Mezuzah, to see to it that not
only a kosher Mezuzah be affixed on every doorpost in their
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home that is required to have a Mezuzah, but that the same
be done by their Jewish neighbors and friends, and in all
Jewish homes.

(English Letter - Rosh Chodesh Elul, 5736)

The Appropriate
Way to Mark a
Yahrzeit

Yahrzeit: Mixed Feelings

In the following letter, the Rebbe discusses the inherent duality every
yahrzeit carries.

A Yahrzeit is generally associated with two mixed feelings.
On the one hand, as we learn from our sacred sources, the
soul of the departed enjoys on the day of its Yahrzeit an
elevation, passing from one spiritual world into a higher one,
closer to its Creator. This is, therefore, a day of rejoicing for
the soul, and hence a day of corresponding joy also for the
near and dear ones left behind, for long and happy life.

On the other hand, the Yahrzeit naturally refreshes in the
mind the loss sustained by children in the passing of their
parents, giving rise to a feeling of sadness.

In truth, however, the Yahrzeit should not call forth any
feeling of sadness, but rather a feeling of earnest reflection,



introspection and self-examination, with a view to attuning
one's life on this earth to the life-path of the soul Above,
which is constantly on the ascent. This is to say, just as the
soul On High is continuously rising, year after year, going
"from strength to strength,"” so must also all those left behind
on this earth, who are associated with the departed soul,
steadily go from strength to strength, through advancement
in "Torah, worship, and the practice of good deeds."

In this way, also, children give the greatest possible joy to
their dear departed parents.

This also underlies the basic view of our religion, that in
reality there is no 'death’ in matters of G-dliness in general,
and among Jews in particular. There is only a transition from
one world into another. And those whose life on this earth
was always connected with G-dliness, Torah and Mitzvoth,
experience this transition in one direction only going from
strength to strength, higher and higher, first in this world, and
later in the world following - xan 0%y always on the ascent.

(English letter - 5 lyar, 5712)

As in the case of all anniversaries and remembrances in
Jewish life, the purpose of which is not just a revival of
memories, but their application in everyday life,

(English letter - 20 lyar, 5720)
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Emotional
Doubts

“Needless to say, the above may be accepted intellectually,
and it may ease the mind, but it cannot assuage the pain and
upheaval, especially of one who has been directly victimized
by the Holocaust.”

Faith in Times of Suffering

In the following letter, the Rebbe responds to a question about why
G-d permitted the Holocaust, emphasizing that while the answer
is beyond human understanding, the focus should be on fulfilling
one's purpose, living a meaningful life, and combating evil through
positive actions and commitment to G-d's will.

By the Grace of G-d
23 Shevat, 5744
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Dr...G., Ph.D.
Blessing and Greeting:

This is in reply to your letter of Jan. 23, 1984, in which you
write that you were born in a DP camp in Germany, a child
of parents who survived the Holocaust, and you ask why G-d
permitted the Holocaust to take place, etc.

No doubt you know that there is substantial literature dealing
with this terrible tragedy, and a letter is hardly the medium
to deal adequately with the question. However, since you



have written to me, I must give you some answer, Hence, the
following thoughts.

Jews—including you and me—are “believers, the children of
believers,” our Sages declare. Deep in one’s heart every Jew
believes there is a G-d Who is the Creator and Master of

the world, and that the world has a purpose. Any thinking
person who contemplates the solar system, for example, or
the complexities of an atom, must come to the conclusion
and conviction that our universe did not come about by some
“freak accident.” Wherever you turn, you see design and
purpose.

It follows that a human being “also” has a purpose, certainly
where millions of human beings are concerned.

Since the Creator created the world with a purpose, it is also
logical to assume that He wished the purpose to be realized,
and therefore, would reveal to the (only) “creature” on
earth who has an intelligence to understand such matters,
namely, humankind, what this purpose is, and how to go
about realizing it. This, indeed, is the ultimate purpose of
every human being, namely, to do his or her share in the
realization of the Divine design and purpose of Creation. It
is also common sense that without such “Divine revelation,”
a human being would not, of his own accord, have what
exactly is that purpose and how to achieve it, any more than
a minuscule part or component in a highly complex system
could comprehend the whole system, much less the creator
of the system.

The illustration often given in this connection is the case of
an infant, whose lack of ability to understand an intricate
theory of a mature scientist would not surprise anyone,
although both the infant and the scientist are created beings,
and the difference between them is only relative, in terms of
age and knowledge, etc. Indeed, it is possible that the infant
may some day surpass the scientist in knowledge and insight.
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Should it, then, be surprising that a created human being
cannot understand the ways of the Creator?

It is also understandable that since every person has a G-d-
given purpose in life, he or she is provided with the capacity
to carry out that purpose fully.

A further important point to remember is that since G-d
created everything with a purpose, there is nothing lacking
or superfluous in the world. This includes also the human
capacity.

It follows that a person’s capacity in terms of knowledge,
time, energy, etc., must fully be applied to carrying out his,
or her, purpose in life. If any of these resources is diverted
to something that is extraneous to carrying out the Divine
purpose, it would not only be misused and wasteful, but
would detract to that extent from the real purpose.

In the Torah, called Toras Chaim (“instruction of living”),
G-d has revealed what the purpose of Creation is, and
provided all the knowledge necessary for a human being,
particularly a Jew, to carry it out in life. Having designated the
Jewish people as a “Kingdom of Kohanim (G-d’s servants) and
a holy nation,” a Jew is required to live up to all the Divine
precepts (Mitzvoth) in the Torah. Gentiles are required to
keep only the Seven Basic Moral Laws—the so-called Seven
Noahide Laws with all their ramifications—which must be
the basis of any and every human society, if it is to be human
in accordance with the will and design of the Creator.

One of the basic elements of the Divine Design, as revealed
in the Torah, is that G-d desires it to be carried out by
choice and not out of compulsion. Every human being has,
therefore, the free will to live in accordance with G-d’s Will,
or in defiance of it.



With all the above in mind, let us return to your question,
which is one that has been on the minds of many: Why did
G-d permit the Holocaust?

The only answer we can give is: only G-d knows.

However, the very fact that there is no answer to this
question is, in itself, proof that one is not required to

know the answer, or understand it, in order to fulfill one’s
purpose in life. Despite the lack of satisfactory answer to

the awesome and tremendous “Why?”—one can, and must,
carry on a meaningful and productive life, promote justice
and kindness in one’s surroundings, and indeed, help create
a world where there should be no room for any holocaust, or
for any kind of man’s inhumanity to man.

As a matter of fact, in the above there is an answer to an
unspoken question: “What should my reaction be?” The
answer to this question is certain: It must be seen asa
challenge to every Jew—because Jews were the principal
victims of the Holocaust—a challenge that should be met
head-on, with all resolve and determination, namely, that
regardless how long it will take the world to repent for
the Holocaust and make the world a fitting place to live
in for all human beings—I, for one, will not slacken in my
determination to carry out my purpose in life, which is

to serve G-d, wholeheartedly and with joy, and make this
world a fitting abode—not only for humans, but also for the
Shechina, the Divine Presence itself.

Of course, much more could be said on the subject, but why
dwell on such a painful matter, when there is so much good
to be done?

With blessing,

P.S. Needless to say, the above may be accepted intellectually,
and it may ease the mind, but it cannot assuage the pain and
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upheaval, especially of one who has been directly victimized
by the Holocaust.

Thus, in this day and age of rampant suspicion, etc.,
especially when one is not known personally, one may
perhaps say—“Well, it is easy for one who is not emotionally
involved to give an ‘intellectual’ explanation . ..”

So, I ought perhaps, to add that I, too, lost in the Holocaust
very close and dear relatives such as a grandmother, brother,
cousins and others 7™n. But, life according to Mitzvath
Hashem must go on, and the sign of life is in growth and
creativity.

In the following letter, the Rebbe addresses a question regarding
reconciling faith with the suffering of European Jewry, emphasizing
the limitations of human understanding compared to the Divine.
The Rebbe draws parallels to historical instances of Jewish suffering
and how Torah and Jewish life continued to flourish despite tragedy.
The Rebbe advises not to let these questions hinder spiritual growth
and touches on the concept of gilgul (reincarnation) to suggest that
the soul’s journey and purpose may span multiple lifetimes.

Mr.
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Greeting and Blessing:

Your letter reached me with some delay. You write in it that
you have come closer to Yiddishkeit, but nevertheless you are
troubled in your mind by the fate that overcame European
Jewry in recent years, and how to reconcile this with the
basic beliefs of our religion, etc.

Before answering your question, I must make a general
introductory remark, which applies to your question and all
similar questions. This is that such questions in fact have no



logical basis as can be illustrated by the following example:

A small child cannot possibly understand the scientific
research carried on by a scientist, and he would be quite
mystified watching the scientist doing various actions etc.
Consider that the scientist was at one time a small child, and
that the small child can become a scientist as great as or even
greater than the scientist in the illustration. In other words
although there is no absolute difference betweenlI the two, it
is not surprising that the child cannot understand the ways
of the advanced scientist. On the contrary, it would be rather
surprising and unnatural if the child did understand anything
in this situation. How much less is one to expect a created
being to understand the ways of the Creator, where there

is an absolute difference between the two! It is only that in
His abundant mercies the Creator has willed to reveal an
infinitesimal measure of His ways to us human beings. I refer
you to that passage in the Torah where it is stated that Moshe
Rabbeinu asked G-d, "Make known, I pray, Thy ways to me."
In reply G-d said, "Thou shall see My back but My face shall
not be seen”, (Ex. 33:23). It should be remembered that, as
our Sages explained, the request of Moshe Rabbeinu related
to his desire to know the explanation of the perplexing
question of the seeming prosperity of the wicked and
suffering of the righteous, which is a common experience
(See, Brochos 7 A).

Having said the above, I will offer the following remark in the
hope that it may ease your mind somewhat in regard to your
question.

The terrible calamity which befell our people in our time
is, unfortunately, not the first instance in the long history
of the martyrdom of our people in exile among the nations
of the world. Going back to the destruction of the second
Bais Hamikdosh, the Jewish people suffered even a greater
calamity inasmuch as there was no place of refuge at

that time, since Rome's rule extended everywhere. Even
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percentage-wise, our Jewish people suffered more at that
time than during the recent calamity. Nevertheless it is
precisely at that time that the Torah Shebealpeh flourished
in the great Yeshivah of Yavneh. In other words the Torah
Shebealpeh, which is intimately bound up with our faith

in G-d and is the very basis of our Jewish faith, flourished

at a time when the question you posed could have been
asked even more forcefully. Similarly during the Middle
Ages, and especially during the times of the Crusades, whole
communities of Jewish men, women and children were
cruelly wiped out by the Crusaders. Yet, It was precisely

at that time that the Baalei HaTosfos and their disciples
flourished, whose teachings and works are the well-spring of
our, Jewish life and Jewish way of life to this day.

I trust therefore that you will not permit such questions to
hamper the progress of your advancement in all matters of
Yiddishkeit, and that you will go from strength to strength in
the practice and knowledge of the Jewish way of life.

With blessing,

P.S.1do not know your status in regard to the so-called
esoteric part of the Torah (Nistor, or Kabbalah), for, as you
know the Torah has four levels - Pshat, Remez Drush and
Sod. However as we find also in the writings of the Ramban?®
and Maharsho?, the events in any particular generation,
though not necessarily connected with previous generations,
can be related to previous generations by means of gilgul.
This means that the soul of a grandfather or ancestor can

be sent down to earth as the soul of a descendent, in order
to complete that which it had not completed during its first
sojourn on this earth. From this point of view the whole

28 See Sha'ar Hagemul ga ff.; the preface to his commentary on lyov, his commentary on lyuv 33:30;
his commentary on Bereishis 38:8. (Rebbe Responsa)

29 See Eiruvin 18b, s.v. Lav; Moed Kattan 15b, s.v. Be'avonoseihem. (Rebbe Responsa)



concept of reward and punishment need not necessarily be
connected with the soul's last descent to earth, but can be
connected with its previous descent or descents.

Incidentally, the concept of gilgul is altogether not so
mystical as may appear at first glance. Modern medical
science recognizes that many physical characteristics are
hereditary and even tendencies and natural propensities are
passed on from father to son and so forth. This is explained
by the fact that the chromosomes carry the genes that
convey hereditary characteristics, upon which both the
physical and mental state of the offspring are dependent. It is
not surprising that an offspring may inherit a serious disease
from the parents, or ancestors. If this is so in the realm of the
physical and mental, it is but a small step further to extend
this concept to the realm of the spiritual.

(English letter - 29 Tishrei 5725)

Faith Amid Unanswered Questions

In the following letter, the Rebbe addresses the challenge of
reconciling faith with the suffering of the Holocaust, emphasizing
that such questions are not new and have been raised by Jewish
leaders throughout history. The Rebbe encourages maintaining
unwavering faith despite past tragedies and highlights the inherent
belief in G-d that often underlies even the protests of those
questioning His justice.

By the Grace of G.-d

4th of Iyar, 5731
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Mr. Isaac & Mr. David
c/o Bar-Ilan University
Ramat Gan
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Greeting and Blessing:

[ am in receipt of your letter in which you write about
the well known problem of finding an explanation for the
holocaust in which one third of our people perished.

It is somewhat surprising that you take up this question as if
it were a new problem, although you mention in passing that
it is related to the time-honored question of why the wicked
prosper and the righteous suffer, which was already raised by
Yirmiyahu, who posed the question, “Why does the way of
the wicked prosper?” Indeed, as the Gemorro tells us, already
Moshe Rabbenu wrestled with this question.

If, as you write, the problem of the holocaust engages your
attention with particular force because of its frightful
dimension, this too is not clear. For if a matter is wrong, the
question “Will the Judge of all the world not do justice?”
applies whether the wrong affects one person or a million
persons.

Furthermore, and this is essential too, that in both
illustrations cited above, namely in regard to Moshe Rabbenu
and Yirmiyahu, the circumstances which gave rise to their
questions were more serious even than the terrible holocaust
in our days. Moshe Rabbenu saw all the Jewish people
subjected and enslaved by a most depraved people. How
could one reconcile to the fact that the children of Avrohom,
Yitzchok and Yaakov were forced to do backbreaking work,
in bondage to people who had no sense of justice, morality,
ethics and respect for human dignity; and this bondage went
on generation after generation - a bondage not of a third of
the people, but of all the people.

Similarly in the time of Yirmiyahu, when Nebu'dnezer was the
world ruler and he defeated not only one third of our people,
but practically the whole of our people (since only a small
number of Jews lived outside of Eretz Ylsroel), and he caused



the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash, Jerusalem and the
whole land with its king and Sanhedrin, etc. — a most extreme
churban.

Following the pages of history, the destruction caused

by the Crusaders also affected the majority of the Jewish
people, and did not spare two-thirds of the people as in our
days, inasmuch as only a small minority of Jews lived under
the Moslem rulers at that time. One may find, to our great
sorrow, several other instances where the calamity that
befell our peopled equaled or surpassed the holocaust.

Needless to say, despite the terrible nature of the
catastrophes mentioned above, they have not caused any
weakening in the Jewish faith in G-d and their adherence to
the Torah and mitzvot.

If the holocaust has shaken the belief in G-d of some Jews, it
is either because they have not given this matter sufficient
thought and proper analysis, or their belief in G-d was not
very strong to begin with. It is also possible that the terrible
pain which the thought of the holocaust evokes itself makes
it difficult to think clearly about it. It is quite human to
expect that the memory of a tragedy which occurred to

our people more than 3000 years ago in Egypt, or the first
and second destructions of the Beis Hamikdash, which also
occurred thousands of years ago, would not affect a person
as much as a tragedy which occurred in his own lifetime. And
when a person is under distress, it is hardly possible to expect
him to think objectively.

As for the problem itself, it is also surprising that you make
such a to-do about it, and are trying to find solutions, etc.,
ignoring the fact that there is a whole voluminous literature
which deals with the problem. There are many works by
Gedolei Yisroel, whose thinking is based on the pure faith
in G-d and the Torah, who delve deeply into this mystery.
Suffice it to mention the book of Iyov, which is part of our



Holy Scriptures, and is entirely devoted to this problem, and
there are scores of works by Jewish thinkers since then.

Whatever the problem, it is clear that it cannot and should
not affect the true Jewish approach, of which we are now - in
the days of sefira - particularly reminded, inasmuch as they
are a preparation for Mattan Torah. The Jewish approach,

of course, was, and always will be, naase (first, and then)
v'nishma. Already some 1500 years or more ago there was
the objection that the Jewish people is “a hasty people, who
put their mouth before their ears.” To which Rovo answered
with the quotation - “Tumas yeshorim tancheim”, “The
wholeheartedness of the upright shall lead them.” (Prov. 11:3),
etc., meaning that these who walk with G-d wholeheartedly
and with complete faith will continue to walk in the right
path, but these who seek distorted answers will be led astray
by the very same events.(Shabbos 98, end p. alef).

Let me also add that the response of naaseh v’'nishma was
made not only by the heads and leaders of the people, but
also down to the “hewer of thy wood unto the drawer of thy
water,” for all Jews were present at Mt. Sinai and received the
Torah as “one man with one heart.” This clearly shows that

it is within the capacity of every Jew to have this approach
and live by it, and it is really a matter of will, and the
determination not to let the yetzer confuse and mislead.

May G-d grant that you should have good news to report

not only to the effect that you are studying the Torah with
devotion and diligence, but also in the spirit of naaseh
v'Nnshma, as mentioned above, serving as an inspiration and
living example to all your friends.

With blessing,

P.S. Turning to the other topic of our correspondence,
namely, my suggestion that one’s protestations against
G-d are in themselves proof of belief in the existence of



G-d, perhaps I did not make myself clear that it is not the
negation which I consider as proof, but rather the manner

in which it is expressed. For, when one declares his atheism
once and for all and henceforth has no place for G-d in his
thoughts, lexicon and daily life, then the matter is settled.
However, when one claims that G-d does not exist, yet every
time he sees an injustice in the world he experiences pain
and promptly demands, “Where Is G-d?” - his returning to
the same theme again and again is proof that deep in his
heart he believes in G-d, which is precisely why he feels so
hurt and outraged. More importantly still, not only does he
believe in a Supernatural Being in general, but in One Who
has all the attributes which Jews attach to Him, namely, that
He takes an interest in human affairs, although “If thou be
righteous, what gives thou Him,” etc. (Job 35:7). Furthermore,
He intervenes in the daily life of each individual to such

an extent as to listen to prayer. And the Jewish concept of
prayer is not that of a tranquilizer or a form of emotional
relief which even a psychiatrist could approve; for such
deception is contrary to the spirit of any religion, particularly
to our Torah, Toras Emes. Our tefilo includes the prayer for
“wisdom, understanding and knowledge” from the One “Who
bestows the gracious gift of knowledge,” just as it includes the
prayer for healing from the One “Who heals the sick of His
people Israel” in the plain sense of these words. Of course,

I do not need much convincing that our prayers include
profound meaning and esoteric allusions in the realm of
Kabbala, etc. But primarily the plain meaning of our prayer is
first and foremost, namely, our dependence upon G-d for our
elementary needs, “bread to eat and raiment to put on.”

[ am, of course, aware of the contentions raised against the
above, some of them mentioned in your recent article, and
before. Specifically it is asked, how is it possible for a Being
Who is not a body, nor a form, nor subject to change, etc.,
to be swayed by prayer to give rain where no rain came
before, and so forth? But the fact that the human intellect
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cannot comprehend something proves nothing but just

that it is incomprehensible, and, we have already been

told long ago that “He is incomprehensible to those who
comprehend by the senses.” There is no need to belabor a
problem with which Jews and gentiles have wrestled since
days immemorial to this very day. I am certain that it is not
because of this bothersome question that the unbeliever lost
his faith, but rather to the contrary: having lost his faith, he
seeks to appease his conscience by means of this problem.

In your letter you have mentioned several times the case

of Elisha ben Avuya (“Acher”). However, our Sages of the
Talmud have generally been concerned with practical.
halacha, and whatever references we find about him, they
were not intended to give us a complete picture of the man.
But from the available material we gather that it was rather
a case of the problem of “duality” (two “reshuyos”) which
bothered him (cf. Chagiga 15a), and not that he became and
remained a convinced atheist.

(Excerpt from English letter - 15th of Teveth, 5727)



Miscellaneous

Chabad has always been, and continues to be, supportive of
Eretz Yisroel. As written in the Tanya, we must yearn for the
day we will return to this holy land. However, we are firmly
opposed to Zionist ideology. Chabad remains "above” political
parties and does not affiliate with any, including religious
ones. Nevertheless, we utilize all connections at our disposal
to help and save Jewish people, both physically and spiritually.

The following letters and records of private audiences provide
insight into how we can truthfully express our stance while
remaining diplomatic and friendly.

Non Partisan

Being non-partisan is and has been the longstanding shita of
Lubavitch going back to times of old. This includes firmly abstaining
from any affiliation to anything, even remotely political:
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From another letter with a similar effect:
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The value of staying non-partisan

The>* work of Chabad in every field of Jewish endeavor has
always been on a non-sectarian basis and not confined to any
particular group, but embraces all our fellow Jews.

It is because of this that it has remained free from outside
influences and pressures, and it is because of this that it has
succeeded so well, with the help of G-d.

Does Chabad Recognize the State
of Israel?

In 5721 (1961), a group of Young Israel Intercollegiate Students, led
by their director Rabbi Jacob Leibowitz, had an audience with the
Rebbe. During this meeting, they asked the Rebbe several questions.
Here are two of those questions:

Question: Does the Rebbe recognize the State of Israel?

Rebbe: [ write letters to Eretz Yisroel and also receive letters
with their stamps. My followers in Eretz Yisroel help guard
its borders, pay taxes, serve in the Israeli army, and spread
Chassidus. Is that enough to be considered recognition?

Question: What I mean is, Can the State of Israel
be considered the "Haschalat Ha'geula," start of the
Redemption?

Rebbe: No. It can definitely not be considered the start of
Redemption. The Redemption must always come together
with Torah and Mitzvos. In the holiday Musaf prayer, we say
"Mipnay Chato'aynu Golinu May'artzainu" — because of our
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sins we were driven from our homeland - hence, the term
Redemption signifies a diminishment of sins — the more
Redemption, the less sins.

Unfortunately, in the Eretz Yisroel of today, we are not
witnessing a lessening of sins. On the contrary, there are
many Jews who before 1947 were Torah-observant Jews, and
after 1947, to our great sorrow, became non-observers. As
regards these Jews, it can only be said that they went from
one exile to a second one. Also to our great sorrow, we cannot
say that in Eretz Yisroel there is an upgrade in compliance
with Torah and Mitzvos; rather there is a definite decline.
The State of Israel cannot therefore be referred to as the start
of Redemption.

Why does Chabad not serve
in the army?

Let?* me cite some examples with reference to some of your
questions. You ask why Lubavitch Chassidim do not serve

in Tzahal. Obviously you are misinformed, for many do and
many have attained high rank in the defense forces on active
duty; and not only in the Chaplaincy, as you thought. As for
those who serve in the Chaplaincy, clearly that is where they
contribute most to Tzahal and the security of the country,
since keeping the morale of the defense forces on the highest
level is of primary importance. It would be a poor judgment
on the part of Tzahal to press one who is qualified to be a
Chaplain into service as a private, as it would be to force one
who is qualified to be a colonel to serve as private instead.

33 English letter 26th lyar, 5740
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While on this subject, let me mention a further point, though
you do not refer to it explicitly, namely, the exemption of
yeshivah students from military service. As you may know,
this exemption was recognized and agreed to by the founder
of Tzahal, the late D. Ben Gurion. It is based on the fact that
a yeshivah student can accomplish more to the security of
the country by continuing his Torah learning than by military
duty. Anyone who is familiar with the Sedra Bechukosai and
is not prejudiced can see this clearly.

Israel Independence Day

On Yud Tes Tammuz 5728 (1968), the Rebbe held a farbrengen in
honor of three shluchim who were present: Reb Moshe Feller from
Minnesota, Reb Shlomo Cunin from California, and Reb Yitzchok
Groner from Melbourne, Australia. The farbrengen began at 1:00
PM and ended at 2:10 PM. Afterwards, the three were called into
the Rebbe's office for a lengthy yechidus.

Among the topics discussed, the Rebbe addressed how to maintain
a strong stance against celebrating Israel Independence Day while
simultaneously offering suggestions on how to handle the matter
diplomatically, ensuring it would not become a contentious issue.
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Using a Magen David

Rabbi Moshe Lazar (Italy) recounted:

In 1956, we opened "Camp Gan Israel” in Ellenville on grounds that
belonged to "Camp Israel.” At the entrance to the camp, there was a
sign that read "Camp Israel” with a Star of David symbol between
the two words.

When the Rebbe came to visit the camp, he instructed us to modify
the sign and remove the Magen David. We followed his instructions,
and in place of the Magen David, we wrote the word “Gan.”

* k%

Rabbi Menachem (Meni) Wolf shared: In 5725 (1965), when
Chassidic author Rabbi Chanoch Glitzenstein printed his book
"Or HaChassidus," he was unsure about publishing an additional
volume. He decided to print a Magen David on the cover, thinking
he could add a second star if there was another volume. After
sending a copy to the Rebbe, Rabbi Chadakov asked:

"Where have you seen such a symbol being used?!”

Consequently, for the next edition in 1972, Glitzenstein replaced the
Magen David with a regular star.
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Rabbi Levi Sudak (Edgware) recounted: A congregant donated a
silver menorah to "Beis Lubavitch” which featured a Magen David.
My father, Rabbi Nachman Sudak, sent a photo of the menorah to
the Rebbe. Later, he received a call from Rabbi Chadakov, who said
in Yiddish:
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If it won't damage the menorah too much, remove the
Magen David.

*kk

Mrs. Eidel Backman, a talented artist known for her contributions
to the Moshiach Times, once shared a fascinating anecdote about
her work:

"I was tasked with illustrating a cover for the magazine, and I
found the perfect image - a beautiful synagogue on the East Side
of Manhattan. It was exactly what I needed for the illustration.
I meticulously copied the photograph and submitted the finished
artwork.”

She continued, "The Rebbe reviewed the illustration and requested
that the Magen David, which was prominently displayed on the
synagogue’s facade, be removed.”

*kk

When the Rebbe requested they renovate his father's Matzeivah, he
specified that the wording on the Matzeivah should not be touched
(except for one word he asked to delete because its meaning was
unclear). He also said to leave the Magen David on it.



Addendum

Everyone Really Wants to Dance
for Simchas Torah

On Simchas Torah night of 5714 (1953), at the end of the farbrengen
before hakafos, the Rebbe spoke about a special opportunity. He
said there were people standing outside in the courtyard who didn't
want to come inside. These people were singing non-Jewish songs
and dancing in ways that weren't appropriate according to halacha,
even on other days of the year...

The Rebbe suggested that those who spoke English well should go
out and share a powerful message with these people. They should
tell them, "A Yid can dance with Hashem - with Atzmus Ein Sof
Baruch Hu!" The Rebbe explained that this simple message would be
more effective than talking about deep concepts like Atzmus or even
Hishtalshelus, which these people might not understand.

The Rebbe added to tell them that dancing correctly would even
bring physical health to their feet. After the Rebbe's words, some
balabatim and bochurim went out to the street, where there was a
huge crowd, even larger than in previous years. One chasid stood
on a bench on Eastern Parkway and started speaking in English.
Immediately, everyone gathered around to listen.

Since the hakafos were being held in the sukkah, many people
entered the beis medrash where there was more space, and danced
there. Others were brought into the sukkah to join the Rebbe's
hakafos.>
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The following is some of what the Rebbe said that night:
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